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Eric Marc Alexander SMALING

Born: Amsterdam, 18 August 1957

Address: Oudegracht 21, 1381 CG Weesp, The Netherlands
Telephone:  +31-621211635

E-mail: esmaling@telfort.nl

Education

1982 Wageningen University (MSc.): tropical soil science, soil fertility management, farming
systems research, development economics
1993 Wageningen University (PhD): An agro-ecological framework for integrated nutrient
management, with special reference to Kenya

Employment record

2022 — present
Consultant — projects related to soil fertility management (East and West Africa), and water resources
and irrigation (Egypt)

- Soil fertility evaluations, project proposal writing Ethiopia (for GIZ, IFDC)

- Project proposal writing for East and West Africa (Soil Values, SNV)

- Report on Digital Advisory Services for Soil Fertility Management (Neth Space Office)

- Manager of JCAR-A4l water management project in Egypt (Wageningen UR)

2019 -2021
Member of Provincial Parliament, Noord-Holland. Leader of the Socialist Party (SP) faction


mailto:esmaling@telfort.nl

2017 -2021
Senior scientist / project manager, Wageningen Environmental Research (formerly Alterra),
Wageningen University & Research (WUR) Leading Wageningen team to co-drafting IFAD Rural
Development Report 2021

- Management of CASCAPE food security program in Ethiopia

- Sustainable agriculture project development with OCP Morocco

- Co-writing Rural Development Report 2021, IFAD, Rome

2013-2017

Member of Dutch National Parliament (Lower House; “Tweede Kamer”) for the Socialist Party (SP) —
topics: education, climate, energy, environment, agriculture, traffic, water, spatial planning,
development cooperation

2007-2013
Member of Dutch National Parliament (Senator; “Eerste Kamer”) for the Socialist Party (SP) — topics:
foreign affairs, development cooperation, agriculture, spatial planning, education

2011-2012
Director, Department of Development Policy & Practice; Royal Tropical Institute (KIT), Amsterdam, The
Netherlands

2004-2013
Professor of Sustainable Agriculture, University of Twente, Faculty of Geo-information Science and Earth
Observation (ITC), Enschede, The Netherlands - Department of Natural Resources
e Lecturing MSc. level; supervision of PhD projects in India, Pakistan, Vietham, Rwanda,
Zimbabwe, Mozambique.

2003-2008

Free-lance consultant

- Soil Fertility Investment Programme (AGRA), Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation — Kenya, Ghana
- International Center for Soil Fertility and Agricultural Development (IFDC) - Nigeria

- UN Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) — Burkina Faso, Nepal, Brazil

- UN Environment Programme (UNEP) — Brazil, Indonesia, Kenya

- Global Environmental Facility (GEF and UNDP) — Burkina Faso

- The World Bank — Moldova

- The Africa Rice Center (WARDA, member of CGIAR) — Ghana, Ivory Coast

- The Rockefeller Foundation

1997-2002
Professor of Soil Science, Wageningen University (60%)
e Lecturing BSc./MSc. level; supervision of PhD projects in Ethiopia, Kenya, Burkina Faso, Mali
and Cameroon; managing staff of chairgroup
North-South Coordinator, Wageningen University and Research Centre (40%)
e Initiator of interdisciplinary university program INREF, management of DLO North-South
programme, Wageningen contact person for FAO, World Bank and CGIAR

1988-96
Researcher, Department of International Cooperation, Winand Staring Centre for Integrated



Land, Soil and Water Research (SC-DLO), Wageningen (currently: Alterra)

e Research leader of multidisciplinary group "Nutrient Monitoring in sub-Saharan African
farming systems (NUTMON)" (with KARI, Kenya)

e Writing inventories of land resources and soil productivity research for ICRAF African Highlands
Initiative (in collaboration with NARS in Ethiopia, Kenya, Madagascar, Uganda)

e Backstopping DGIS-supported soil survey organizations (Kenya, Mali, Tanzania, Mozambique)

e Formulation and evaluation missions to Mali, Burkina Faso, Zambia, South Africa and Vietnam;
project visits to China, Philippines, Niger, Guinea Bissao, Mexico, Nicaragua and Costa Rica

1985-87
Running fertilizer research trials throughout rainfed agricultural Kenya.
Fertilizer Use Recommendation Project (FURP), Kenya Agricultural Research Institute.

1984-85
Studies of soils and landuse in inland valleys systems of Sierra Leone (Makeni), Nigeria
(Bida), Benin (Parakou) and Burkina Faso. Wetland Utilization Research Project

1983
Reconnaissance soil survey and land evaluation of the district Aceh Utara and Aceh Tengah,
Indonesia (ITC Enschede)

PhD theses supervision

1998 0. Husson (France): Spatio-temporal variability of acid sulphate soils in the Plain of Reeds,
Vietnam.

2000 T. Defoer (Belgium): Moving methodologies. Learning about integrated soil fertility
management in sub-saharan Africa.

2001 S. Kanté (Mali): Gestion de la fertilité des sols par classe d’exploitation au Mali-Sud.

2002 L. Sédogo (Burkina Faso): Integration of local participatory and regional planning for resources
management using remote sensing and GIS.

2003  P.F. Okoth (Kenya): A landscape-hierarchical approach towards erosion risk
assessment, Kiambu District, Kenya

2003 0. Samaké (Mali): Integrated crop management strategies in Sahelian land use systems to
improve agricultural productivity and sustainability: a case study in Mali

2004 ). Kanmegne (Cameroon): Slash and burn agriculture in the humid forest zone of
Southern Cameroon

2011 M.R. Khan (Pakistan): Crops from space: Improved earth observation capacity to map crop
areas and to quantify production

2011 R. Dutta (India): A spatio-temporal analysis of tea productivity and quality in North-East India

2011 C. Murungweni (Zimbabwe): Vulnerability and resilience of competing land-based livelihoods
in south eastern Zimbabwe

2013 Nguyen Thi Thu Ha (Vietnam): Earth observation for rice crop monitoring and yield
estimation: application of satellite data and physically based models to the Mekong area

2013 A. Cambule (Mozambique): Assessment of soil organic carbon stocks in the Limpopo
National Park, Mozambique: from legacy data to digital soil mapping

2013 ). Wasige (Uganda): A spatially explicit approach to determine hydrology, erosion and
nutrients dynamics in an upstream catchment of Lake Victoria basin



Other activities

- Volunteer at Vluchtelingenwerk Nederland — supporting refugees in Amsterdam (2017-present)

- Member to the Parliamentary Assembly of Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe
(OSCE); election observer for EU and OSCE in Kenya (2007), Albania (2009), Ukraine (2010),
Azerbeidjan (2010), Tunesia (2011), Georgia (2013)

- Chairman, Nutrient Platform NL, part of Netherlands Water Platform (2012-2013)

- Chairman, Max Euwe Centrum (chess), Amsterdam (2010-2013)

- Chairman, Technical Advisory Committee of the Soil Health Program of the Alliance for a Green
Revolution for Africa (AGRA)(2010-2012)

- Board Member, Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research in the Tropics (NWO-WOTRO)
(2009-2012)

- Member of Subcommittee ‘Agricultural Sciences’ of the Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and
Sciences (KNAW) (2006—2010)

- Editorial Board Member of the Springer journal ‘Nutrient Cycling in Agro-Ecosystems’ (2006-2013)

- Member of the Scientific and Technical Council of Conseil Ouest et Centre Africain pour la
Recherche et le Développement agricole (CORAF/WECARD; 2004-2010)

- Advisory Board member of Centre for World Food Studies, Free University, Amsterdam, (SOW-VU;
1999-2013)

- Editorial Board Member of the Elsevier journal 'Agriculture, Ecosystems & Environment' (1995-
2003)

Languages

Dutch — mother tongue
English — excellent

French, German — good
Spanish, Swahili - somewhat
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